
 



 

(See appendix E) 
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VEGETATION REMOVAL GUIDELINES 

The trimming and or removal of trees, shrubs, and herbaceous plants is the first step toward managing vegetation 

on ravine and bluff slopes. Any trimming and/or removal on Port Authority property will require a permit and all 

standards and policies must be followed. 

Mature trees on the ravine and bluff slopes are desirable, however, the desired canopy coverage is approximately 

40%—60%. Therefore, trimming, pruning, and removal of trees may be necessary to achieve this coverage to allow 

adequate sunlight to support herbaceous vegetation at the ground level. The increased sunlight will support robust 

growth of understory plants as well as grasses and wildflowers that prevent soil erosion, stabilize slopes, and pro-

vide habitats for wildlife.    

The following categories of vegetation must be considered before the removal of any vegetation: 

INVASIVE: These species can and should be completely removed when found in the landscape. The removal is 

required to decrease competition and promote native plants. (See appendix B)    

PROTECTED: These species can be considered for removal under certain conditions and circumstances. These spe-

cies may include certain species such as Maples and Sumac which can become too aggressive and/ or prone to dis-

eases such ad Emerald Ash Borer or Dutch Elm Disease. It may be recommended that selective thinning is done first 

prior to complete removal. (See appendix C) 

KEY: These species should be completely preserved on all sites. There may be circumstances where one of these 

species will need to be removed, but it will be handled on a case by case basis. (See appendix D) 



 

All work must be performed by a properly licensed and insured contractor with a minimum of 
5-years experience. All work must follow the authorities Bluff and Ravine Maintenance Policies 
and Standards 



 



The objective of the Port Authority's Bluff and Ravine Maintenance Policy is to utilize Best Management Practices 

to foster their stability. Funding prioritizes the health and stability of the slope and may not provide for beautifica-

tion or view enhancements.  

Permission may be granted to property owners or neighborhood/community groups to make landscape modifica-

tions on the Authority's property at their sole expense. Only work that promotes healthy vegetation and reduces 

erosion and stabilizes the slope will be considered and approved.  

ERIE-WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA PORT AUTHORITY 

Private landscape modification  

Request application 

Please review the standards and guidelines at www.porterie.org prior to completing this application. 

Applicants Name: 

Address: 

Phone: 

Email: 

Location Description: 

Contractor Name: 

Contact Person: 

Phone: 

Description of Work: (attach additional pages if needed) 

All work must be completed by a properly licensed and insured contractor with a minimum of 5- years experience.
All trimming, thinning, and pruning must follow the ANSI A300 industry standards 



APPENDIX A  
Page 1 

Cascade Street to Walnut Street 

 Walnut Street to Peach Street 
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 Holland Street to Parade Street 
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INVASIVE TREES 
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INVASIVE SHRUBS & VINES 
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PROTECTED EVERGREENS 
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PROTECTED SHRUBS & VINES 

PROTECTED GRASSES & SEDGES 
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PROTECTED HERBACEOUS PLANTS 
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KEY HERBACEOUS PLANTS 
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KEY TREES 
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KEY SHRUBS & VINES 
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KEY GRASSES & SEDGES 
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KEY EVERGREENS 
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KEY HERBACEOUS PLANTS 



NATIVE PLANTS FOR VEGETATION RESTORATION 

APPENDIX E  
Page 1 

According to DCNR, a native plant is one which occurred within the state before settlement by Europeans. Native 

plants include herbaceous plants (flowers, grasses, sedges, ferns, and groundcovers), large trees, intermediate trees, 

small trees, and shrubs (also known as wood plants). Native plants help create beautiful landscapes that provide 

wildlife habitat and reduce maintenance costs. 

 

This section will provide recommended (mostly) native plants that should be planted to restore ravine and bluff 

properties. This is not intended to be an exclusive or comprehensive list and it is encouraged to consult a profession-

al to determine the best plants for a particular area. 

 

The following pages present a variety of trees, shrubs, and herbaceous species with information to aid in choosing 

the right combination of native plantings 
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NATIVE PLANTS FOR VEGETATION RESTORATION 
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NATIVE PLANTS FOR VEGETATION RESTORATION 
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